Soft tissue and visceral sarcomas in Irish patients. Interim analysis of data obtained by the Dublin Soft Tissue Tumour Panel.
The Dublin Soft Tissue Sarcoma Panel was established in 1989 with a view to achieving a unified approach to diagnosis and management of soft tissue and visceral sarcomas. This interim report presents data on 265 prospectively-evaluated patients and on a separate retrospective series of 126 patients. The patients in the prospective series were treated by 93 different surgical and medical specialists. Tumours presented in all anatomic sites and ranged in size from 0.2 to 60 cm. Leiomyosarcoma was the commonest tumour type. Eighty-nine tumours were inoperable at clinical presentation. There was a consensus panel diagnosis in over 90%, non-neoplastic reactive lesions and primitive round cell tumours being the most difficult cases diagnostically. Management, including onward referral for chemotherapy or radiation therapy, was inconsistent. The 2-year survival figures were: 43% (1989-91) and 37% (1980-88). These findings should provide a basis for the evaluation of coherent treatment strategies for Irish sarcoma patients.